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The ‘heckler’s veto’ seems to be winning repeatedly against stand-up comedian Munawar Faruqui. 
Bengaluru has joined the list of cities in which Mr. Faruqui cannot perform because right-wing Hindutva 
groups routinely threaten to disrupt his shows, wherever they are scheduled to be held. The Bengaluru city 
police asked the organisers to put off a show on November 28, alleging that allowing it to go on would create 
law and order problems and disrupt peace and harmony. Mr. Faruqui was unjustly arrested in Indore in 
January after a BJP functionary’s son complained that he was about to denigrate Hindu gods in a planned 
show. He had to spend 37 days in prison before obtaining bail from the Supreme Court for remarks that had 
not been made in a show that did not take place. It is this case, in which the police arrested even local 
organisers and those selling tickets for the show and had nothing to do with the content of his performance, 
that has been cited by the Bengaluru police while voicing fears about the consequences of allowing the show 
to be held. Earlier, programmes in which he was due to perform in Raipur, Mumbai, Surat, Ahmedabad and 
Vadodara were called off for the same reason. It is a telling commentary on the state of free speech in the 
country that anyone can be silenced anywhere by the threats posed by violent and vociferous groups that no 
regime in the country seems to be able to rein in. 

In a despairing reaction, Mr. Faruqui has said, “Goodbye! I’m done”, indicating that he has no further 
hope that he would be allowed to exercise his constitutional right to express himself. This is reminiscent of 
Tamil writer Perumal Murugan declaring his own “death” in a literary sense after being silenced by 
conservative and religious groups. In Mr. Murugan’s case, he was fortunate that the Madras High Court 
resurrected the author in him with a stirring verdict underscoring the duty of the state to protect free speech 
and to preserve law and order, instead of placating those who threaten to take the law into their own hands. 
It is a pity that the police authorities perfunctorily advise authors, speakers and artists to remain silent rather 
than take proactive steps to protect their fundamental rights. It is true that whenever such issues go before a 
court of law, the resulting judgments are speech-protective, but the proclivity of the authorities to pander to 
chauvinist groups is posing a serious threat to free expression in society. The Supreme Court’s observation in 
S. Rangarajan etc. vs P. Jagjivan Ram (1989) that suppressing free speech in response to a threat of 
demonstration or protest “would be tantamount to negation of the rule of law and a surrender to blackmail 
and intimidation” seems to have few takers among those in positions of power. 
 
 heckler (noun) – a person who embarrasses a 

performer/speaker with irrelevant & impolite 
comments. 

 veto (noun) – a right/power to reject a 
decision/proposal; rejection, dismissal, denial, 
ban, prohibition. 

 right-wing (adjective) – conservative, rightist, 
ultra-right, alt-right. 

 put off (phrasal verb) – cancel, postpone, defer, 
reschedule, shelve. 

 allege (verb) – contend, argue, claim. 
 go on (phrasal verb) – continue, carry on, 

proceed; happen, occur. 
 law and order (phrase) – lawfulness, 

peacefulness, harmony (of a society); goodwill, 
non-violence. 

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, rapport, 
goodwill. 

 unjustly (adverb) – unfairly, wrongly, 
unreasonably. 

 functionary (noun) – government official; an 
official who is involved in public administration 

or government, through either election, 
appointment, selection, or employment.  

 denigrate (verb) – criticise, attack, insult, 
devalue, defame. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of 
an arrested/imprisoned person when a specified 
amount of security is deposited or pledged (as 
cash or property) to ensure his/her appearance 
in court when required. 

 be nothing to do with (phrase) – be unconnected 
with, be unrelated to. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference to, 
invoke. 

 voice (verb) – express, communicate, announce, 
point out. 

 consequence (noun) – outcome, ramification, 
repercussion. 

 due (adjective) – expected, anticipated, 
scheduled for. 

 call off (phrasal verb) – cancel, abandon, shelve, 
scrap. 
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 telling (adjective) – revealing, significant, striking, 
strong, compelling. 

 commentary (noun) – explanation, 
interpretation, analysis, comments, opinions. 

 state (noun) – condition, plight, situation, 
circumstances. 

 silence (verb) – suppress, muffle, stop. 
 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 
 vociferous (adjective) – vehement, vigorous; full-

throated, demanding, noisy. 
 regime (noun) – system. 
 rein in (phrasal verb) – to control, restrain, 

restrict, limit someone/something. 
 despairing (adjective) – hopeless, desperate, 

discouraged, demoralized, anguished, distressed, 
broken-hearted. 

 done (adjective) – finished, completed (with any 
activity that one is presently doing or engaged in 
or with). 

 exercise (verb) – use, employ, make use of, 
utilize; engage in. 

 constitutional (adjective) – legal, lawful, 
legitimate. 

 reminiscent (adjective) – similar to, comparable 
with, bearing comparison with. 

 conservative (adjective) – right-wing, 
traditionalist, conventional, orthodox. 

 resurrect (verb) – revive, bring back, breathe 
new life into, give a new lease of life to. 

 stirring (adjective) – spirited, stimulating, 
moving, inspiring, inspirational, emotive. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 
highlight. 

 the state (noun) – the government, the 
administration, the regime, the authorities. 

 preserve (verb) – conserve, protect, maintain. 
 placate (verb) – appease, calm down, pacify, 

reconcile. 
 take the law into one’s own hands (phrase) – to 

try to punish someone for a wrongdoing violently 
& illegally without waiting for the police or legal 
system to handle the situation. 

 pity (noun) – sad thing, unfortunate thing. 
 perfunctorily (adverb) – casually, unthinkingly, 

inattentively, automatically/mechanically. 
 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 
 proactive (adjective) – farsighted, forehanded, 

forward-looking, careful/prudent. 

 Part III Rights/Fundamental Rights (noun) – The 
Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the 
Constitution, guarantee civil rights to all Indians 
and prevent the State from encroaching an 
individual’s liberty while simultaneously placing 
upon it an obligation to protect the citizens’ 
rights from encroachment by society. Seven 
fundamental rights were originally provided by 
the Constitution – the right to equality, right to 
freedom, right against exploitation, right to 
freedom of religion, cultural and educational 
rights, right to property and right to 
constitutional remedies.  However, the right to 
property was removed from Part III of the 
Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978. 

 resulting (adjective) – occurring, happening (as a 
result of something). 

 speech-protective (adjective) – protecting/ 
safeguarding the speech. 

 proclivity (noun) – liking, inclination, tendency/ 
leaning. 

 chauvinist (adjective) – sectarian, isolationist, 
jingoistic; excessively patriotic, excessively 
nationalistic. 

 observation (noun) – pronouncement, 
declaration, finding. 

 suppress (verb) – control, contain, restrain, stifle, 
muffle. 

 in response to (phrase) – with regards to, 
regarding, concerning. 

 tantamount to (adjective) – equivalent to, 
comparable to, amounting to, on a par with. 

 negation (noun) – denial, contradiction, 
repudiation, disproving; nullification, 
cancellation. 

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a 
principle of governance in which all persons, 
institutions and entities, public and private, 
including the State itself, are accountable to laws 
that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced 
and independently adjudicated, and which are 
consistent with international human rights norms 
and standards. 

 surrender (noun) – capitulation, submission, 
yielding, giving in, succumbing. 

 intimidation (noun) – frightening, threatening, 
threatening, daunting; persecution, oppression; 
pressurization, coercion, harassment. 

 taker (noun) – a person who  accepts something 
(a challenge). 
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************************************************************************************* 
 
In appointing its first ever woman Prime Minister, former Finance Minister and member of the Social 

Democratic Party Magdalena Andersson, Sweden joined other Nordic nations that have had a woman as a 
leader. Ms. Andersson’s entry was unusually dramatic — she was thrust into the prime ministerial berth for 
scarcely a few hours last week as she had to resign owing to a coalition partner, the Green Party, quitting 
government after its budget proposal was defeated in the Riksdag. Nevertheless, she went on to secure the 
top position on a firmer footing after another vote was held where she surpassed the threshold for maximum 
level of opposition to her prime ministership — she faced 173 ‘nay’ votes whereas it would have taken 175 of 
those to keep her from taking up the leadership mantle. She takes over from her predecessor, Stefan Löfven, 
in complex political circumstances, given that he was heading a caretaker government after being defeated in 
a vote of no confidence in June 2021. Hailing originally from the university town of Uppsala, Ms. Andersson’s 
political innings kicked off in 1996 when she became a political adviser to erstwhile Prime Minister Göran 
Persson. She embodies the classic Swedish ideal of hard work and rising steadily through the ranks on the 
merit of her performance, an exceptional achievement given the male-dominated arena of Swedish politics. 

Yet, Ms. Andersson can hardly afford to rest on her laurels as the road ahead for her government 
and party may well be a bumpy one. The immediate challenge is of economic governance, and it arises from 
the fact that the Social Democrats are charged with implementing a budget passed by the Swedish 
opposition, including the neo-Nazi elements of the right-wing Sweden Democrats Party. While there is cause 
for cheer given that the opposition budget was based on the government’s own proposal, the stumbling 
block for her administration may be the fact that of the 74 billion kronor that it hoped to spend on reforms, 
only a little over 20 billion kronor will be available to her government in 2022. This tightening of purse strings 
could dent her ambitious plans to carry out much-needed social reforms, especially in the areas of climate 
change, welfare policies and measures to combat gang violence and organised crime activity, both of which 
have risen alarmingly in recent years in cities such as Stockholm, Malmo and Gothenburg. While some 
analysts consider Ms. Andersson to be not opposed to dealing with right-wing parties, they acknowledge that 
her position “softened”, during the pandemic, manifested in greater willingness to borrow to fund green 
investments, and in allowing the state to have a greater control of the welfare sector. Her ability to build 
bridges with the opposition while yet staying true to the Social Democrats’ core party values will define her 
legacy. 
 
 nordic countries (noun) – The Nordic countries 

are generally considered to refer to Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden (scandinavian countries), 
Finland and Iceland including Greenland, Faroe 
Islands and the Åland Islands. 

 dramatic (adjective) – exciting, spectacular, 
fascinating, surprising, unexpected. 

 thrust (verb) – force, push, propel, press, urge, 
nudge. 

 berth (noun) – position. 
 scarcely (adverb) – only just, hardly, barely. 
 owing to (phrase) – because of, as a result of, on 

account of, due to. 
 coalition (noun) – union, alliance, partnership. 
 Riksdag (noun) – the parliament of Sweden. 
 nevertheless (adverb) – in spite of everything, 

notwithstanding, regardless, anyway, anyhow, 
however. 

 go on to (phrasal verb) – continue, carry on, 
proceed. 

 secure (verb) – obtain, acquire, gain, get. 
 firmer comparative adjective of firm (adjective) 

– strong, vigorous, robust, forceful. 
 footing (noun) – foothold, grip, hold, support, 

secure position. 
 surpass (verb) – exceed, excel, be greater than, 

be better than. 
 threshold (noun) – lower limit, point of entry, 

starting point. 
 nay (adverb) – no; a negative answer/reply. 

(‘Yea’ means yes and it is for affirmative 
answer/vote). 

 whereas (conjunction) – in contrast with the fact 
that. 

 keep someone from something (phrase) – 
protect, guard, shield, save, secure, defend. 
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 take up (phrasal verb) – become involved in, 
become interested in, engage in; accept a 
challenge. 

 mantle (noun) – role, responsibility, position, 
task, job. 

 take over (phrasal verb) – assume control of, 
take control of, gain control of, take charge of, 
take command of. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the 
post, forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 
context. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 caretaker (noun modifier) – temporary, 
provisional, interim. 

 motion of no confidence/vote of no confidence 
(noun) – If any member/group of members of 
the parliament feels that the government in 
power does not have a majority then he/she can 
move a no-confidence motion. If the motion is 
accepted, then the party in power has to prove 
its majority in the parliament. A motion of no 
confidence may be levelled against either the 
Prime Minister on behalf of the entire 
government or against an individual lower-level 
minister. 

 hail (verb) – come from, be from, be a native of. 
 kick off (phrasal verb) – start, begin, get going. 
 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 
 embody (verb) – incorporate, include, 

consolidate, encompass, assimilate, integrate. 
 ideal (noun) – model, pattern, criterion; 

principle, standard, rule of living, moral value, 
belief. 

 rank (noun) – position, grade, level, echelon. 
 merit (noun) – goodness, value, high quality, 

distinction. 
 exceptional (adjective) – unusual, uncommon, 

abnormal, atypical; remarkable, unusually good, 
extraordinary. 

 arena (noun) – sphere of action, sphere of 
activity. 

 rest on one’s laurels (phrase) – to be satisfied 
with one’s accomplishments in the past and not 
to make any further efforts. 

 the road ahead (noun) – the future. 
 bumpy (adjective) – fluctuating, tumultuous, 

turbulent, inconsistent. 

 governance (noun) – administration. 
 Social Democrat (noun) – a member of the Social 

Democratic Workers’ Party (SAP) of Sweden. The 
SAP is the country’s oldest and currently largest 
party. 

 charge (with) (verb) – entrust with a job/task. 
 neo-Nazi (adjective) – authoritarian, totalitarian, 

dictatorial, draconian, democratic, extreme right-
wing, illiberal. 

 cause for cheer (phrase) – a reason to be 
cheerful (happy and optimistic). 

 right-wing (adjective) – conservative, rightist, 
ultra-right, alt-right. 

 stumbling block (noun) – obstacle, hurdle, 
barrier, hindrance. 

 tighten the purse strings (phrase) – to have 
control of spending of money (by a family, 
company, country, etc.). 

 dent (verb) – damage, impair, cripple, erode, 
weaken, undermine. 

 ambitious (adjective) – formidable, challenging, 
demanding. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 
implement, execute, bring about. 

 much-needed (adjective) – needed to a large 
extent. 

 climate change (noun) – a long-term change in 
the Earth’s climate, or of a region on Earth 
(Courtesy: NASA). 

 welfare (noun) – social security, 
government/state benefit, public assistance. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 
 alarmingly (adverb) – disturbingly, worryingly. 
 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 
 manifest (verb) – display, show, present, exhibit, 

demonstrate, reveal. 
 willingness (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 

disposition, inclination. 
 green (adjective) – environmentally friendly, 

ecologically sound, energy-efficient. 
 green investments (noun) – it refers to investing 

activities aligned with environmentally-friendly 
business practices and the conservation of 
natural resources. 

 build bridges (phrase) – encourage friendly 
relations between (different) groups.  
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